Byres to the Bishop of Killala. Rome 24th August 1785. p.236

[One brief reference to Poussin’s Sacraments & a review of matters pertaining to Volpato, Piranesi,Jacob More, Sir William Hamilton, Gavin Hamilton, Prince Borghese, Battoni, Canova.  

brief notes of contents of letter [deeply abbreviated in my notes, expanded a little here] : B is pleased the Poussin’s have been taken by Duke of Rutland – he admires them more etc. -- plans of ancient Rome not finished [whose?]– Volpato’s prints of Stanzes – he approves: Piranesi published Statues – Sir William Hamilton returned to Rome

“The Vatican Museum is now, perhaps, the greatest collection in the world. Nobody would think it the work of aa ruined State, for everything is done with the greatest magnificence”

Prince Borghese repairs Villa – Gavin Hamilton’s room: Life of Paris –

Mr More “who is now our first landscape painter” [in the year of Richard Wilson’s death] “ has just finished a very fine picture for this Villa”.

“Battoni is still alive and painting large pictures for the Queen of Portugal but such subjects as do no credit to the eighteenth century – new devotions and new miracles lately introduced or wrought in that country”.

“A great sculptor, Signor Canova, a Venetian, has rose here since you left us; I believe amongst the very best we have had since the revival of the arts” --commissions for Rezzonico & Ganganelli tomb.

-- disapproves of the new sacristy of St Peter’s  -- approves of drawing of P{ontine marshes – new road to Naples through marshes on foundations of ancient Via Appia – avoids hill of Piperno. 

Reynolds to Duke of Rutland. September 10th 1785. pp.240-241

-- he has written to De Gray in Florence to bid to 400 guineas for Van Dyck and 300 guineas for Rubens.

“I don’t know how to account for the pictures at Antwerp not appearing so striking to me this last journey as they did the first. I was disappointed in many other pictures beside those on sale. It ought at least to teach me this lesson – not to be very impatient when anyone differs with me about the degree of excellence of any pictures, since I find I differ so much from myself at different times”.  

[ see Reynold’s “Journal…” published in Works, ed Malone, with his appreciative comments on Rubens paintings, just prior to his Discourse on Genius – a book that was known to Delacroix. Michele Hannoosh informed me some years ago]. 

Reynolds. [to Duke of Rutland  ?] 26th September 1785. p.244

re- enquiry from De Grey who bought pictures at Antwerp

“The Poussin’s are a vast national treasure, and I rejoice to hear that the scheme of their coming to England is in such forwardness”.

Byres to Duke of Rutland   Rome 12th November 1785. p.258

The Seven Sacraments are now all in my possession, and as I mentioned to you in my letter of August 24, “in much better preservation than had imagined, their apparent huskiness principally proceeding from the quantity of egg-white that was upon them, which I have washed off wwith a sponge and water --- etc,” 

Reynolds to Duke of Rutland notes [on 14 December 1785 p.268] that he is awaiting arrival of the Poussin’s

Charles J. Greville to Duke of Rutland 24 December 1785. p.269

I know so much the ardour and liberalitie with which you pursue all you objects that I believe the purse is not more weighty than it used to be and that your extravagance takes a more royal range than virtu requires. The reason, however, I write at this time is to inform you that I saw this day a picture which Mr Hamilton [Gavin probalby], of Rome, purchased at Milan, on his return to England. It is a public picture, painted by Leonardo da Vinci for the church of St Francis at Milan, and removed from there when that convent was suppressed , to the Foundling Hospital, which was allowed to sell it to make up a deficiency in the Fund of that charity. it is painted on a  board about 6 feet 8 inches by 3 feet 6 inches, containing a Virgin and Child and St John and an angel” 

--- never cleaned – and Mr Hamilton has cleaned and repaired it – not under 800 guineas 1,000 sequin uncleaned. 

George Y Kendall various letters [reputed to be a French spy] to Duke of Rutland Paris 

10 January 1786 

reports on Bailli de Breteuil sale -- Velasquez Innoccnt X excellent – Cavalry charge an original by van der Meulen

20 January 1786

has bought the Velasquez – over a 1,000 l.

v d Meulen also about 260 l. 

22 January 1786

2 snuffboxes with miniatures by Petitot – one for 470 l

Charles Greville to Duke of Rutland [?] 1 February 1786

Hamilton sold picture to Lord Lansdowne – H is going to Italy 

Reynolds to Duke of Rutland London 20 February 1786  p.283 Reynolds receiving the  van der Meulen and the Velasquez

James Byres to Bishop of Killala  Rome 14 June 1786  [partly an abstract]

On receipt of your letter, being in possession of the seven pictures, I had tem carefully packed and sent the case to Leghorn, directing it to be kept in a dry place until further orders. I then set about getting the other picture, as the Duke wished for it [the St John Baptising the People]. I had not intended taking it, thinking it – although an original picture – inferior to the others; and not necessary to complete the set. The negotiations and copying required a considerable time. As soon as I got it, I packed it up with the prints you ordered, sent it also to Leghorn and directed both cases to be forwarded as you desire to Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

    I am at a loss what to say about the eighth picture. It was not included in the value I put upon the others, and Lord Spencer, who is thee only person to whom I have mentioned this affair, offered me, last November, £2,000 for the seven, and desired to have them if thee Duke of Rutland did not take them. It stands me on near 200 l. and I have put it at that price in the enclosed note, as also in the bill of exchange, which I have this day taken the liberty of drawing on his Grace for 2,259 l. 17 s. 6 d. … in favour of my brother Robert Byres, Charterhouse, London, which I hope will be duly honoured….

Reynolds June 23 1786 p.311 - still waiting for the other pictures, Velasquez & anxiously waiting for the Poussin’s 

Byres to Bishop of Killala  15 July 1786 – has sold his collection of antique gems to Empress Catherine of Russia  

Reynolds to Duke of Rutland August 29 1786 p.340

I have the pleasure to acquaint your Grace that the [pictures are on the river, and that I am expecting them … every hour. 

They arrived in London September7 1786  [p.343]

